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God Can Save the Worst of Sinners

Is there a place you would never want to visit? Perhaps a large
crowded city, with a huge mass of humanity and a dangerously
high crime rate?

We all have preferences about where we would like to live or
visit, which brings me to the New Testament book of Titus and
the island of Crete. In Titus 1 its people are described in awful
terms: liars, evil beasts, abominable, disobedient! It was a rough
place and the inhabitants were dangerous, unscrupulous people.
Yet God, through Paul, through Titus, planted churches there.
Such unattractive, evil people were the objects of God’s redemp-
tive love.

John 3:16, “For God so loved the world,” becomes “For God so loved
the Cretans that he sent church planters so that Cretans might
hear of his Son and receive salvation through Him.”

How this changes our view of our culture! Pray for the salvation of
your city, both the citizens and also the government leaders. Keep
your eyes and ears open for God’s work in preparing hearts for the
gospel and for opportunities to share the gospel.
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As you share, those in whom you plant the seeds of God’'s Word
may not be ready to trust Jesus for salvation at that time. But,
as Paul explains in 1 Corinthians 3:6, he planted seeds, Apollos
explained the gospel further, and God “gave the increase.” We're
all called to faithfully sow and water God’s Word in people’s
hearts, no matter how unlikely we think they are to accept it. God
will faithfully save them in His time!

Adapted from Sunday Rewind
by John Grunditz
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