But We Have Forgotten God…..
There were three separate events that took place last Sunday in our church service, all of which had an impact on me this week.  Sometimes you just feel like God is sending you a message, and that is how I felt this week as I thought more about last Sunday’s service.
When I arrived at Covenant last Sunday, the first thing I noticed was the letter Tina included in the bulletin written by President Abraham Lincoln.  It was an amazing letter in so many dimensions.  I did some additional research on President Lincoln’s letter, and found out it was part of a proclamation he made, calling for a Day of National Humiliation, Fasting, and Prayer.  
What I found led me to do this Friday’s TGIF on this topic.  What was so impressive with this proclamation was that it was a joint effort by the Senate and President.  It documented our embarrassment (humiliation) at “forgetting God”, but asked everyone “to confess our national sin, and to pray for clemency and forgiveness”.  It went on to ask that “with assured hope that genuine repentance will lead to mercy and pardon, and to recognize the sublime truth, announced in the Holy Scriptures and proven by all history, that those nations only are blessed whose God is the Lord”.  They conclude the proclamation by stating that we “rest humbly in the hope authorized by the divine teachings that the united cry of the nation will be heard on high and answered with blessings no less than the pardon of our national sins and the restoration of our now divided and suffering country to its former happy condition of unity and peace”.
At this time, our country was mired in the middle of the Civil War in our country, a most perilous time.  President Lincoln and the Senate asked for hope and forgiveness, admitting our hopelessness and our humiliation for our actions.  Our country and world again are in great turmoil today.  It doesn’t help that since our service last Sunday, Canada has taken new emergencies powers to basically shut down their country against peaceful protest, and Russia has started a war with Ukraine.  Boy, do we need prayer and hope right now!  
Psalm 9:17 – The wicked will return to Sheol, all the nations who forget God.
Then the second event last Sunday, totally independent of the first event, was Pastor Don’s sermon.  Don’s message last Sunday focused on the devil’s impact on us.  Don spoke about how God has given us a mind to do good and make a difference for Him.  However, the devil wants to get in our way, and he deceives and schemes to do so. Don used verses 11, 12, 16, and 18 from the 6th chapter of the Book of Ephesians in support of his message – I strongly suggest you read these verses!
I believe Don’s sermon went perfectly with this note from Tina.  The devil has certainly had his impact on these recent developments in our world but has also had a major impact for a long time now as more and more people have turned away from God.  So people will be especially open to hearing the devil and following him.  As Don quoted Yogi Berra “If you don’t know where you’re going, you may not like it when you get there”.  So we need to be careful and alert at all times, don’t let the devil tempt you and start leading you in directions that can be harmful to you.
Job 8:11-13 – Can papyrus grow tall without a marsh?  Can the rushes grow without water?
12 While it is still green and not cut down, yet it withers before any other plant.  13 So are the paths of all who forget God; and the hope of the godless will perish.
Then there is the 3rd event that impacted my day last Sunday at church.  The first 3 weeks in February the TGIF messages that I sent out to church members were all focused on one of our two global ministries, the King Ministry in Ghana.  I felt it was important for our members, many of whom were not part of Covenant when we began this ministry 6 years ago, to understand how God led us to this ministry and clearly led to some early successes for that ministry and specifically for a young boy named “Cowboy”.  I worried, however, that maybe I overdid it and people would not be interested in so much news about a ministry half a world away in a very Muslim dominant country.  
However, when I began the announcement part of our service last Sunday, the main discussion raised by church members asking for prayers was about 3 new ministries, two of which were global and one, like the one in Ghana, in an unfriendly part of the world to Christians.  It led to what I thought was a great discussion about ministries overall, and the importance of global missions in our world today.  It made me feel much more comfortable about the decision to spend 3 weeks describing the details of the King Ministry to our members.  
Matthew 28:19 - Go, therefore, and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit.
I left church last Sunday with my head somewhat swimming trying to put together all that I heard in that one-hour service.  As the week went by, I understood that God had clearly spoken to me that morning.  I learned clearly that I am individually very blessed, my family and church family is very blessed, and my community, state, and country are all very blessed.  However, as Lincoln said over 150 years ago, we have taken advantage of our blessings and we have allowed the devil to enter our individual, family, and community lives.  As Pastor Don indicated, we need to be very strong to guard against the forces in our lives to submit to the devil.  Further, we need to continue to spread the gospel of Jesus Christ our Savior to all who will listen locally and globally.
Matthew 10:28 - And do not be afraid of those who kill the body but are unable to kill the soul; but rather fear Him who is able to destroy both soul and body in hell.		Amen!!

Benediction:		Numbers 6:22 – May the Lord bless you and keep you; may the Lord make his face to shine upon you, and be gracious to you; may the Lord lift up his countenance upon you, and give you peace.
